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SUB J : CALL ON PRESIDENT FRANGIE 

REF: BEIRUT 15530 

1. HAD 25 MINUTES ALONE WITH FRANGIE AT 1700 
HOURS (LOCAL) DEC 24 CHRISTMAS EVE. HE READ WITH 
GREAT CARE THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND SAID HE WAS 
MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT S THOUGHTFUL 
REMARKS. 

2. MOST OF DISCUSSION INVOLVED BANALITIES. PRESIDENT 
WAS TIRED AND LOOKED DRAWN. RE CURRENT SITUATION 

I EXPRESSED OUR DISTRESS OF WHAT THE COUNTRY WAS GOING 
THROUGH AND HE NODDED. I MENTIONED MY TRIP TO AMMAN 
AND MY MEETING WITH ASST SECRETARY ATHERTON. 

I TOLD HIM THAT THE LATTER WISHED TO SEND HIS RES- 
PECTFUL REGARDS AND HIS ARDENT HOPES THAT A SOLUTION 
COULD BE FOUND TO THE LEBANON'S CURRENT PROBLEMS. 

MY MEETING WITH ATHERTON CONSISTED PRINCIPALLY OF 
MY REPORTING TO THE ASST SECRETARY ON THE SITUATION 
HERE. I ALSO WAS RECEIVED BRIEFLY BY KING HUSSEIN. 

3. NOTING THE RECENT TO AND FRO WITH DAMASCUS, I 
ASKED THE PRESIDENT IF HE THOUGHT THE SYRIANS WERE 
BEING HELPFUL. THE ONE BIT OF EMOTION THAT WAS 
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APPARENT IN OUR MEETING WAS HIS ENTHUSIASTIC AND 
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POSITIVE RESPONSE. 

I ALLUDED TO GALLAGHER AND DYKES AND HE 
EXPRESSED HIS REGRET OVER THEIR CONTINUED 
DETENTION. 

5. LATTER PORTION OF MEETING DEVOTED TO FRIENDLY 
EXCHANGES RE FAMILIES, ETC., AND IN CONCLUSION THE 
PRESIDENT REQUESTED HIS WARM REGARDS BE TRANSMITTED 
TO PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY KISSINGER. 

GODLEY 
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